PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
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Hybrid-via Zoom or in the Mill’s Sawyers Room
					
January 17, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk138337021][bookmark: _Hlk142641349]CALL TO ORDER:		6:00 pm by Chair Mike Duerr
MEMBERS PRESENT:	Chair Mike Duerr, Vice-Chair Jennifer Davis, Commissioner Bruce Morton, Commissioner Linda Hoult, Commissioner Nathan Packard and Commissioner Connor Davis
MEMBERS ABSENT:		Commissioner Janice Huxford
STAFF PRESENT:	Community Development Director Russ Wright, Senior Planner David Levitan and Clerk Jennie Fenrich
OTHERS PRESENT:		Councilmember Ryan Donaghue
____________________________________________________________________________
Chair Mike Duerr called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  All members present minus Commissioner Huxford. Motion by Commissioner Hoult to excuse Commissioner Huxford’s absence; Commissioner Packard seconded. Motion approved (6-0-0-1).
Guest business:  None
Action Items:
New officers were appointed. The new chair is Connor Davis. The new vice chair is Janice Huxford. Both votes were unanimous. 
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of December 6, 2023, were approved as written. Motion made by Commissioner Duerr; seconded by Commissioner Hoult.  The motion passed (6-0-0-1).
Public Hearing: LUA2022-0082 Code Clean-Up
Chair Davis opened the hearing.
Senior Planner Levitan presented the city-initiated code changes. The project includes a variety of housekeeping, minor and major amendments, including new code language to comply with 2023 legislation related to middle housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUs).  He summarized new amendments that had been added since the Planning Commission’s last work session in December 2023, including language that would allow storage facilities within subareas on a limited basis. 
No members of the public provided oral testimony during the public comment period. 
Commissioners deliberated on the proposal. Several commissioners expressed concerns about expanding the number of zoning districts where storage facilities are permitted. Staff responded that the special regulations would limit the size and scope of any proposed facilities, and that the Commission could opt to remove this amendment from their recommendation on the code package. Commissioner Duerr proposed a minor change to the code language related to the number of required parking spaces for ADUs to clarify that a minimum of one space is required.
Commissioner Duerr made a motion to forward a recommendation to City Council to approve LUA2022-0082, with Commissioner Duerr’s proposed revision. Commissioner Hoult seconded. The motion was approved 6-0-0-1. 
[bookmark: _Hlk132357494]Commissioner Report: Commissioner Packard expressed he was not familiar with the typical format for joint meetings with the City Council, which impacted his level of participation during the meeting. He would like to have a more robust dialog and perhaps a full meeting with the two bodies. Commissioner Morton requested a copy of the decision made by the County denying the expansion of the Lake Stevens UGA. Chair Davis thanked the City for the new Sunset Beach design and all the thoughtfulness that went in to planning the design. Chair Hoult reported her family went on vacation during the holidays. Commissioner Duerr congratulated Connor Davis on his new position as Chair.  
Director Report: Community Development Director Wright thanked the Commission for attending the City Council meeting on January 16. He noted that he gave the annual report for the Planning and Community Development Department later on at the same meeting.
Adjourn:  Commissioner Morton motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Hoult to adjourn at 6:59 p.m. The motion carried unanimously (6-0-0-1).

Jennie Fenrich, Planning Commission Clerk
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