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Deck Tip Sheet 
This tip sheet reflects code requirements of the 2021 International Residential Code (IRC) with 
Washington State Amendments. 
 
Deck Permit Requirements Pursuant to 2021 IRC R105.1 

• Deck meets or exceeds 200 Square Feet in size. 
• Deck meets or exceeds 30 inches in height above grade at any point. 
• Attached directly to the dwelling or structure. 
• Serves as the exit door required by 2021 IRC Section R311.4. 

 
Typical Deck  
This document provides building code information applicable to prescriptive residential wood deck 
design. You may need to hire a licensed architect or engineer to design a deck where any of the 
following conditions apply: 

• The deck serves other than a one or two-family dwelling.  
• The deck design includes more than one level. 
• The deck will support a hot tub, spa, or other heavy object (Heavy Decking or Pavers)  
• The walking surface is more than 14 feet above grade. 
• The deck ledger is attached to the house overhangs bay windows, bricks, stone, or a vertical 

concrete block wall. 
• The deck is self-supporting (not attached to exterior wall). 
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Deck Construction Notes 

• Design loads for decks is based on 60 pounds per square feet (PSF) live load, 10 PSF dead load, 
and 1500 PSF soil-bearing capacity. 

• All wood must be pressure treated or naturally resistant to decay. Treat cuts, holes, and notches 
with end cut solution. 

• Fasteners, hangers, nails, etc., must be stainless steel, hot dipped galvanized, or as specifically 
required for the specified wood preservative used. The coating weights for zinc coated fasteners 
are to be in accordance with ASTMA A 153.  

• You may modify any components of this Tip Sheet using accepted engineering practices. Any 
modifications must be reviewed prior to permit issuance and all attachments must be per 
manufacture’s installation instructions. 
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Sizing of Structural Elements 
When using the tables below, interpolation is allowed, extrapolation is not allowed. 
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Deck Ledger and Connections 
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Connections and Fasteners 
All fasteners, nails, bolts, screws, and connectors shall be corrosion resistant. 
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Guards and Attachment 
Guards are required when the deck is more than 30 inches measured vertically to the floor or grade 
below at any point within 36” horizontally to the edge of the open side. 
 

 


